
 
Reading and Writing Across the Year in Kindergarten 

A Sampling of Units of Study 
 

Reading Workshop Writing Workshop 
We are Readers  

The biggest message for the beginning of reading workshop 
in kindergarten is “Yes, indeed, you can read!” While children 
will be learning reading strategies and habits, the most 
important learning they do in this unit is about the desire to 
read, their identity as a reader, and the belief that, “yes, I am 
a reader!”  The ultimate goal for this unit is to create students 
who want to learn to read and who believe that they can do 
it. 

Launching the Writing Workshop  
 
The most important thing we can say about the beginning of 
the year  in the kindergarten writing workshop is this: Young 
children certainly can express their ideas on paper!  It is 
tempting to think that children need to know the whole 
alphabet before participating in a writing workshop—but this 
simply is not so. Writing workshop is a perfect time for 
engaging kindergartners at the very start of the year with 
learning more about letters, sounds, and how they work 
while also learning to tell stories. 

Emergent Reading - Looking Closely at Familiar Text  

In addition to fostering an appreciation and understanding of 
rich storybook language, this unit also supports early reading 
skills. At this point in kindergarten, children are growing their 
understandings of the difference between letters and words 
and with matching what they say with what they see on a 
page. Young children are still developing phonemic 
awareness or are learning letter names and sounds.  Lots of 
oral language built into the day supports this learning. 

Looking Closely: Observing, Labeling, and Listing Like 
Scientists 
 
This unit is designed to help children develop the 
foundational skills that will help them move toward 
conventional reading and writing. Kindergarten teachers will 
help students apply their knowledge of letters and sounds to 
labeling items and listing observations about science 
experiences.  Young children use writing to learn more and 
eventually to teach others about the wonders of science. 

Super Powers: Reading with Print Strategies and Sight 
Word Power  
 
In this unit, teachers place a greater emphasis on looking at 
the print and developing the concept of one-to-one matching 
to help students understand that the print in a book conveys 
meaning. Kindergarten always includes a wide range of 
children and abilities, so in this unit young children can use 
their superpowers to read higher-level books as well as  to 
tell when a word starts and ends. 
 

Writing Pattern Books to Read, Write, and Teach 
 
In this unit, teachers challenge and support young writers to 
apply all that they are learning about reading and writing. 
Kindergarten writers learn to to create simple texts that also 
align with grade-level reading expectations for this time of 
year. 

Bigger Books, Bigger Reading Muscles  
 
During the late fall/early winter, kindergarten readers are at 
an important juncture. It is around this time of year when you 
might find yourself momentarily as you listen to you begin to 
realize, “They are reading...CONVENTIONALLY!” 
Kindergarten children are moving from rereading mostly 
familiar texts to reading more difficult books with greater 
independence. 
 

Writing for Readers 
 
Kindergarten children tell the truth. “Boring,” they will call out 
a if lesson is too long, or, “What’s that red spot on your 
nose?!” after you worked so hard to camouflage it. Teachers 
use these natural instincts to be super-honest to teach 
kindergarten writers to tell true stories from their lives. 
Further, they also help kindergarten writers begin to think 
about making their writing easier to read.  In other words, 
they learn to write in order for someone else to be able to 
read their writing. 



Growing Expertise in Little Books  
 
Children are just beginning to explore the wideness of the 
world, to see that there are wonders much bigger than their 
own inventions. For us grown-ups, it’s thrilling to watch a 
six-year-old ask how a rainbow is made or where air comes 
from, and then listen to our answers. When we 
take children to the zoo or the park, or when we give them a 
role in chores at home or school, we are not merely 
spending time with them or getting work done, we are 
also teaching them to read, think, and learn about the 
world. This unit immerses young readers in the world of 
informational reading for several weeks, giving them plenty 
of opportunity for repeated practice and mastery of skills that 
are particular to reading nonfiction. 

How-To Books: Writing to Teach Others  
 
How-to, or procedural, texts are something that children and 
adults encounter often in daily life, making this kind of 
reading and writing valuable for children. This unit provides 
an inroad to the worlds of all kinds of procedural texts that 
your children will likely encounter daily, both in and out of 
school, including directions to follow, recipes, game 
instructions, science experiments, arts and crafts and much 
more. 
 

Becoming Avid Readers  
 
Springtime of kindergarten is a time of unparalleled growth, 
both physically and intellectually. Young children can put 
their growing literacy powers to great use during this unit, 
which provides them with an image of what it means to be a 
truly avid reader—talking deeply about books, envisioning 
the drama of a story, sharing responses with friends, 
pursuing ideas. More importantly, the unit helps children 
know that they already are avid readers, and it helps them 
believe that there are few pleasures in life that are more 
special. All of this is done in playful, child-centered ways. 
 

Persuasive Writing of All Kinds  
 
In kindergarten, the expectations for opinion writing are that 
young students will compose opinion pieces in which they 
name the topic and state an opinion or preference about 
that topic.  Next year, in first grade, they will be expected to 
supply reasons for their opinion, and to do this, they will 
need to articulate an opinion that is persuasive and clear - 
work that begins now at the end of kindergarten. 
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